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Committee for Environmental Protection
The Committee for Environmental Protection (CEP), established in Article 11, will have an important role in the international implementation of the Environmental Protocol. The primary functions of the CEP, as stated in Article 12, are "to provide advice and formulate recommendations to the Parties in connection with the implementation of the Protocol." Article 12 enumerates a number of topics on which the CEP is to provide advice, including environmental impact assessment procedures, means of minimizing or mitigating environmental impacts, and the need for scientific research (including environmental monitoring) related to the implementation of the Protocol. Article 12 also specifies that in carrying out its functions, the CEP "shall, as appropriate, consult with the Scientific Committee on Antarctic Research (SCAR), the Scientific Committee for the Conservation of Marine Living Resources (SCCMLR) and other relevant scientific, environmental and technical organizations." Article 11 also designates these committees and organizations as observers to the CEP.
Given the strong scientific component and significance of the CEP's charge, it is clearly important that its work be informed by the best available scientific information directly relevant to its charge. There are several mechanisms through which the input of the best available scientific information and expertise to the CEP could be ensured: (1) through the membership of the CEP itself, (2) through a formal science advisory structure, or (3) through a combination of the two mechanisms. While SCAR, SCCMLR, and other relevant scientific, environmental, and technical organizations have a wealth of scientific expertise, which in some cases may overlap extensively with that needed by the CEP, none of these entities has a formal mission specific to the implementation of the Protocol. A formal science advisory body to the CEP would have the CEP's functions central to its mission. When it comes to the judgment and interpretation of scientific information in the formulation of advice and recommendations to the ATCM, however, it will be important that the CEP have sufficient scientific expertise within its ranks to address the scientific complexities and uncertainties that often arise in issues concerning environmental systems. Scientific expertise within the ranks of the CEP would also provide an opportunity for developing deeper levels of common understanding of the topics to be addressed. A common basis of scientific understanding can provide a solid foundation on which to develop consensus in areas having controversial policy implications.
In the Committee's view, the membership of the CEP should embody sufficient scientific expertise to ably address the complex scientific issues with which it will be faced. The U.S. representative to the CEP should be capable of integrating both the technical and policy expertise needed to represent effectively U.S. interests, including science and environmental protection. Inlity as well as clarity for meeting requirements.alog Card No. 93-84800
